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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD 

To say that this has been a difficult two years for the Friends would be an understatement. 

Extensive renovations began at Government House in January 2020. This entailed a great deal 

of disruption for volunteers as access to the grounds became severely restricted. Their Honours (as 

well as vice-regal canine consort, MacDuff Austin-Chester), and office staff, vacated the House in July 

and moved to temporary premises. Everyone was reunited in Government House in November 2021. 

The government of British Columbia declared a state of emergency to support its Covid-19 

province-wide response in March 2020. Government House grounds were fully shut down and all 

Friends' activities immediately ceased.  

The Board was concerned about how the gardens would fare in such straitened circumstances. 

We certainly didn't want all of our volunteers' previous hard work to be undone. The Board worked 

with the House to establish a process for its Security Officers to identify volunteers and allow them 

through the main gate. With this in place, gardeners returned at the end of March and were thus able 

to maintain the high standards of upkeep in the gardens throughout the pandemic. 

The Government House grounds remained closed to the general public until the Tea Room 

opened in May 2020. Some non-gardening volunteers were allowed to resume their duties, with strict 

health protocols and a two-metre distance between individuals. 

While Greeters continued to welcome the many visitors who once again began to visit the 

gardens, the Tea Room became take out only, the Costume Museum was closed, and tours were 

cancelled. The Tea Room was closed in 2021; however, the Costume Museum was open. The Greeters 

took on extra duties to support the Costume Museum by obtaining the visitor information required 

by the museum's Covid-19 plan. 

The Board is grateful for your dedication to the Friends as we navigated these unprecedented 

obstacles with steadfast optimism. Thank you to all of our volunteers who continued to treat each 

other with compassion, understanding, and kindness.  
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All photographs used with permission. 

CONTACT US 

Telephone: (778) 974 5550 

Email: Friends.GH@gov.bc.ca 

COTTAGE ACCESS 

The Cottage is open on Tuesday and Thursday mornings during the 

gardening season. If you need access to the Cottage during the off-

season, please contact the Cottage Manager, Patty Grant. Patty may be 

reached by email at pattygrant@gmail.com. 

EMAIL TROUBLE? 

If you are not receiving our email, check your "spam" folder. If you 

find our email in that folder, add us to your "safe sender" list. 

If you recently changed your email address, we may not have it. 

Please provide your new email address to the Membership Coordinator 

at membership@fghgs.ca. 

TRANSITIONS 

Three volunteers have stepped down from their positions: Kathryn 

Barlow and Dorothy Smith as the New Volunteer Coordinators and 

Gerry Gibbens as the Director of Gardening Activities. 

Kathryn and Dorothy have supported and guided new gardening 

volunteers since 2018. They will return to gardening in 2022 and Krista 

Lavoie will temporarily fill their position. Brian Rogers has assumed 

Gerry's position as the Director of Gardening Activities. 

Elspeth Westby, Brian Rogers, and Nelles Shackleton were nominated 

by the 2021 Nominating Committee and they will stand for election at 

the 2021 annual general meeting. Elspeth and Brian were appointed as 

directors to fill two vacancies at the December 1 board meeting. Nelles 

was appointed as an honourary director at that meeting. 

ABOUT THIS ISSUE 

While Covid-19 shut down many activities, it did not, of itself, delay 

our trusty newsletter. Unfortunately, this was caused by a series of 

circumstances.  

As the vice president resigned in 2019, Ann Wilson, who was the 

Cary Bulletin managing editor, took on that role and thus, she could no 

longer remain as managing editor. Regrettably, while this position was 

advertised, no member of the Friends took on the role. 

Krista Lavoie, newly appointed House Volunteer Liaison, is now The 

Cary Bulletin's managing editor. Welcome, Krista! 

mailto:friends.GH@gov.bc.ca
mailto:pattygrant@gmail.com
mailto:membership@fghgs.ca


3 

 

The Cary Bulletin (Winter 2021/22) 

 

BEES AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE 
By Carolyn Hissen 

Government House is home to many varieties of bees, both native and introduced, and 

hosts several honey bee hives. The hives are downhill from the Sunken Rose Garden and 

consist of a stack of boxes which can be added to or removed vertically, providing the 

appropriate space for the bees. 

Each colony, regardless of hive height, has only a single queen bee but varies greatly in 

the number of worker (female) and drone (male) bees throughout the year. Honey from 

these hives was voted the best in a tasting competition at the Saanich Fair a few years ago 

and was used by the House kitchen for several years. Before the pandemic, visitors were 

able to purchase small jars of the honey at the Tea Room. 

While many bees are active during one particular portion of the growing season, the European honey bee is active 

throughout. Honey bees are also unique because they bring thousands of bees through the winter, rather than 

overwintering. Honey bees thus store excess honey to provide for an entire colony during the winter months when it is 

too cold to forage, some of which beekeepers collect. 

Bees and the Seasons of the Gardens 

The gardens offer a great deal of forage for bees throughout the year and if you watch the flowers carefully, you will 

notice that each bee species is attracted to different flowers. Bumble bees, with their heavier weight and ability to 

vibrate in a certain way, are essential to tomato pollination. Mason bees are adored by many urban gardeners not only 

because they are active in the early spring when fruit trees are in bloom; but also, because they are stingless bees that 

do not require much space. Mason bees are usually inactive by the time berries ripen, but sweet bees have emerged, 

and bumble bees have developed nests that are now growing and require more nectar. 

The decline of bees has been well documented and publicized. If you want to help the bee population, consider 

leaving a portion of your yard or garden a bit messy so that bumble bee queens can burrow into the leaf litter and 

mulch and hibernate through the winter. Other bees, like leaf cutter bees and mason bees, need tubes or hollow areas 

where they can lay their eggs. And of course forage for the bees is essential. 

  

WELCOME TO THE NEW VOLUNTEER 

LIAISON KRISTA LAVOIE 
 

Krista joined the Government 

House team as the House Volunteer 

Liaison in May 2021. 

Gardening volunteers will most 

likely have seen her on gardening 

days on the estate. 

She provides support to the 

Friends, helps with events, and 

works with the House and 

volunteers to enhance the health and safety plan. 

If you haven't met Krista and would like to, please 

reach out, and she will be happy to plan a time for a 

chat. 

 
2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

On November 14, 2021, the Registrar of Companies 

allowed The Friends of Government House Gardens Society to 

hold its 2021 annual general meeting ("AGM") on or before 

March 31, 2022. The 2021 AGM will be held by Zoom on 

Friday, March 4, 2022 at 11 a.m. 

The 2021 Nominating Committee proposed 

Brian Rogers, Elspeth Westby and Nelles Shackleton for 

election as directors and those nominations will be 

submitted to the members for approval at the AGM.  

The following directors will stand for re-election to the 

board at the AGM: 

Barb Petersen, Donalda Rossman, 

Gerald Gibbens and Sheila Connelly 
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LANDSCAPING THE TERRACES:  THE STORY CONTINUED 
By Alison Leamy 

Enlarging the main path and creating a clear way 

through the length of our garden were priorities. George 

Radford envisioned that eventually, the public would have 

permission to use this path to take in the spectacular views. 

Visitors would not be allowed to wander, so the path had 

to be clearly laid out, lined with rocks, and with new beds 

dug beside it. Where it was too steep, we laid steps made 

from large, concrete blocks dug out from the disused dog 

run behind the mews. By this time, Nigel Godfrey had 

signed on as a permanent member of The Terraces team 

and could direct us in the rebuilding. 

The great steps had used our original three tons of rock. 

We fanned out all over the estate looking in other gardens 

for rocks not earmarked for anything. We found some here 

and there but the Woodlands had the greatest cache. This 

time we had even further to wheelbarrow great loads of 

rock uphill. From the depths of the Woodlands to the top 

of our hill; it was a long, tough grind.  

Sometimes we had to switch pushers midway, so no one 

overdid it. We even kept our eyes open as we drove 

around town. If we happened to see several rocks outside a 

house, we rang and asked if we could have them. 

Sometimes we were lucky and came back with a trunk 

load. 

We had to build a second path parallel to the main one in 

order to access all corners of our garden, and to give us a 

way to connect with the Rock and Alpine Garden. This 

path branched out from the end of a fire road leading up 

from the east entrance of the Terraces and was particularly 

challenging. It was hacked out by picks, mattocks, and 

shovels, lined with large rocks and, in time, beds were dug 

beside it. All the while we pushed uphill loads of gravel for 

the paths and yards of soil for the new beds. 

We were also faced with re-stocking plants. We had a 

small budget with which to buy enough plants to fill this 

big area. Fortunately, most of the other gardens kindly 

donated plants. Again, we descended into the Woodlands 

and (with their permission), returned with wheelbarrows 

of daffodil and cyclamen bulbs which we dotted in pockets 

throughout the Terraces. 

Her Honour Iona Campagnolo worked away during all 

this at her own plot. She placed a number of large, round 

rocks engraved with the names of B.C.’s rivers which she 

picked up on her tours of the interior. Next door, between 

a rock out cropping, she envisioned a cascade running 

down through a crevice to a pool below. Along with Her 

Honour, the Terracites (a name she bestowed upon us) dug 

out the pool, installed pumps, and stocked it with water 

lilies and reeds.  

A bench for quiet contemplation was placed at the top. It 

was a charming corner until the pumps were vandalized 

and the pond silted up. It has now been converted by 

Horizon Nurseries to a dry wadi with a swathe of smooth, 

round river rocks creating an illusion of flowing water. 

In 2004, Her Honour held a double ceremony to 

celebrate the inauguration of the cascade and the opening 

of the whole of the Terraces to the public. There had 

always been two metal posts with a chain between them at 

the top entrance. As she gave a speech welcoming 

everyone to come in, the chain was dropped. 

George died suddenly in 2006, leaving us devastated. As 

a tribute, we converted a massive space formerly used by 

the trucks delivering coal for the old House’s furnace into a 

bed which had been completely covered by a thick mat in 

hypericum. 

Horizon Nurseries thoroughly rototilled the area then 

we laid down landscape cloth and left it for six months. We 

then lifted the cloth, and dug the bed with pickaxes, 

mattocks, and shovels sifting every clod that we dug up in 

a huge sieve. We repeated this twice over the next three 

years. No hypericum shoot has reappeared since. 

The House management agreed that it was a dangerous 

area and had cement steps, with metal railings, installed by 

professional masons. They also insisted on a metal railing 

through the middle of the Godfrey Steps. We resented it at 

first as we felt it destroyed the rugged look we had created: 

we have since come to appreciate it and lean on it 

ourselves. 

Due to hot, dry summers and deer depredation, many of 

our Mediterranean plants disappeared. The garden has 

now been augmented by desert plants which prefer a dry 

climate and require less water.  

It has been a mammoth undertaking to reclaim the old 

terraces but, as we like to say, "we were younger then." 
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LAST YEAR IN THE COSTUME MUSEUM 
By Mary Anne Skill 

While this past year was a different type of season for 

the Costume Museum, our visitors were gracious and 

happy to have us open again.  Quite a few said they had 

purposely come to see the new displays. 

To comply with COVID restrictions, we reduced the 

number of people allowed in at one time and adjusted our 

display flow through. We maintained the masks-on 

mandate throughout the season, and gave a mask to any 

visitor who didn't have one. No one objected to wearing 

them. 

A big hit was the Prince and Princess Abkhazi display 

in conjunction with Abkhazi Gardens. We hosted dresses 

from Princess Peggy and a wonderful uniform that a 

member of Prince Nicolas’ family would have worn. This 

uniform was specially commissioned for us by the 

Georgian Ambassador to Canada, Konstantin Kavtaradze.  

The Ambassador visited the Costume Museum on 

November 22, 2021 where he explained the research 

process he used to design it, the history of Prince Nicolas, 

and how important it was to the people and country of 

Georgia that Prince Nicolas' story was being told. 

 

Georgia achieved its independence on December 25, 1991. 

As Canada and most of the world does not have official 

diplomatic ties with Georgia, Abkhazi Gardens is Georgia's 

only existence outside of their country. He said, "The whole 

country of Georgia knows about your Museum and that you 

are spreading the word of the Prince and Princess. Georgian 

communities around the world now know that the Museum 

has this display." 

A special plaque from the Ambassador to acknowledge 

our display will be placed on our wall, along with a picture 

and information about the honour. Also on hand was a 

videographer from Royal Roads University filming a 

documentary on the Abkhazis.  

We are already planning next year's displays. These will 

include the Queen's Platinum Anniversary, the Poppy's 

100th Anniversary, and acknowledging the Indigenous 

contribution to the war efforts and the building of Canada.  

Our goals are also to be ready for a regular season; get the 

stables back for displays; to reopen on Saturdays; and to be 

open for longer hours. 
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LAST YEAR IN THE COSTUME MUSEUM (continued) 

An On-Line Learning Opportunity 

I had the good fortune to take a museum conservation 

course through UVIC in 2019. There was a steep learning 

curve for me when I took over the reins of the Costume 

Museum and studied proper museum practices and 

procedures. 

The instructor was based in Toronto, and my class 

consisted of participants from around the world – Dubai, 

Australia, Ireland, Hungary, the USA, and across Canada. 

Major museums in the USA, as well as the Art Gallery of 

Australia, Royal BC Museum, Art Gallery of Greater 

Victoria, and Calgary Glenbow Museum took part. Some 

participants however, were smaller, like our little 

Museum, including one in a former pickle factory in 

Ireland. 

The course content was geared to the larger operations 

with their huge budgets and proper display spaces and 

facilities. The 'little guys' quickly formed a subset to share 

tips on getting by with little or no financing. The larger 

museums offered their own advice to help us out (we all 

deal with bugs and creepy crawlies). Consequently, I’ve 

 

picked up some economical tips to help us deal with bugs 

(lavender and clove sachets – the bugs hate the scent, little 

pots of Pine-Sol on window sills and corners to keep 

silverfish at bay).It was humbling to learn of some of the 

challenges faced by others. A major art gallery in Australia 

was then dealing with major air quality concerns from all 

the huge fires around the country. The Irish pickle factory 

museum always smelled strongly of pickles after a rainfall. 

Dubai is in a constant battle with sand and dust, despite top 

quality air control systems. Compared to these issues, our 

Museum can deal with occasional bugs, and a good 

dehumidifier helps with the damp. 

Thank you to the Friends’ Board for the generous support 

that allowed me to take this course. 

The House renovations are finished and we will be 

moving our storage back to the attic. We have a team to put 

into practice some of the conservation and storage rules I 

learned in the course. We move towards 2022 with more 

focus for the Museum. We are ready to tackle our collection 

properly and determined to run the best little Museum 

within our abilities and resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

GET GROWING VICTORIA 

Our Horticultural Advisor, Valerie Murray, arranged for the Friends to participate in the City of Victoria's program to 

distribute free vegetable seedlings to the public. We thank the House for their approval and for allowing us to use 

Government House as a neighbourhood distribution hub on May 27 and August 26. 

We had to close the event an hour early on May 27 as we exhausted our supply; however, at the August 26 event, 

demand was not as great and the seedlings left over were donated to the Children's Garden, operated by the Growing 

Young Farmers Society. 

 

DONATION OF PRODUCE FROM THE VEGETABLE GARDEN 

TO SERVE THOSE IN NEED IN VICTORIA 

In 2020 and 2021, produce from the Vegetable Garden was donated to the 9–10 Club Serving Soup to the Hungry (the 

"Soup Kitchen"). It is a volunteer-run, non-denominational organization which started in November 1982. It was the first 

organization in Victoria to provide nourishing meals to members of our community who are experiencing hunger. 

The Soup Kitchen provides direct, valuable services to the hungry, unhoused and working poor in the downtown 

core. The Soup Kitchen serves a full, nutritious meal to its clients (during the pandemic, service has been take-out only). 

Meals include hearty hot soup, protein-rich sandwich, hard-boiled egg, two fruits, yogurt, bottled water and tea or 

coffee. When available, the Soup Kitchen provides bagged vegetables to its clients (the vegetables are particularly well 

received by the unhoused). It also distributes donated grocery items, clothing, and toiletries to its clients. 
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A SHORT HISTORY OF GOVERNMENT HOUSE HERITAGE ROSES 
By Crenagh Elliott 

A rose bed existed in the gardens of Government House 

in the 1960's, and pollen was sent to Felicitas Svejda of the 

federal breeding program in Ottawa, however, by the 

early 1980's, only a small number of roses remained in the 

gardens. 

In 1990, the Victorian Rose Garden was created, based 

on the one at Warwick Castle in England. Many of the old 

roses have now been replaced. Only R. alba semi-plena, 

'Ballerina,' 'Blush Noisette,' 'Celestial,' R complicata, R. 

eglanteria, 'Madame Alfred Carrière,' 'Maidens Blush,' 

'New Dawn,' 'Penelope,' 'The Fairy,' and 'White Pet' (or 

'Little White Pet') have survived. 

Later, the older, formal rose garden was replaced by the 

Sunken Rose Garden and the Herb Garden. All of the 

climbing roses were removed except for 'Meg.' A number 

of old roses were planted with modern ones including 

David Austin shrub roses. After a couple of redesigns, the 

following old roses remain or have been added: 'Alister 

Stella Gray,' 'Blanc Double de Coubert,' 'Buff Beauty.' R. 

chinensis 'Mutabilis,' 'Cornelia,' 'Dainty Bess,' 'Felicia,' 

'Ferdinand Pichard,' 'Gruß an Aachen,' 'Henri Martin,' 

'Hermosa,' 'Jacques Cartier,' 'Mrs. Oakley Fisher,' 'Pax,' 

'Reine des Violettes,' 'Rose de Rescht,' 'Souvenir de St 

Anne's,' 'Tuscany Superb,' and 'Ulrich Brunner'. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other species in the two formal gardens are R. canina, R. 

banksiae lutea, R. chinensis 'Mutabilis,' R. filipes 'Kiftsgate' 

(glauca, and rugosa). 

A number of roses were planted outside of the two formal 

rose gardens. Climbing roses were trained over the glaciated 

rocks in Pearkes Peak (I photographed 'Alberic Barbier' 

before it was removed) but only 'American Pillar' survives. 

The native roses R. gymnocarpa, R. nutkana, and R. pisocarpa 

are found in the Woodlands; one of the best-preserved areas 

of pre-European (settlement) vegetation to be found in 

Victoria. Most roses, even in the two formal (fenced) rose 

gardens, have suffered from urban deer predation. 

I would like to identify one rose that sprawled at least 12 

feet over rocks in the Cut Flower Garden with solitary single 

white flowers (about 8 cm) which spot pink in the rain and 

is non-recurrent. Although the leaves appear incorrect, I 

wonder if it is 'Cooper's Burmese?' 

For further reading, please refer to my article "Roses and 

Record Keeping, "World Federation of Rose Societies, issue 17, 

March 2018, page 21. My article includes examples from 

Government House. 

If you would like information about specific roses, please 

contact me at theelliotts@shaw.ca. 

 

  

2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Friends 2020 annual general meeting was to be held on November 25, 2020. The meeting was cancelled after more 

restrictive Covid-19 protocols were enacted and the Registrar of Companies allowed us to delay the meeting until for a 

year. It was held on October 15, 2021 by Zoom.  

The members present at the 2020 annual general meeting approved a special resolution to change the Friends fiscal 

year. It now commences April 1 and ends March 31 the following year. 

mailto:theelliotts@shaw.ca
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GARDEN PICNICS AND COFFEE MORNINGS 

In July, the cottage and lawn were re-opened to coffee mornings on the second Tuesday and Thursday once a 

month where the Friends could take a pause from their volunteer activities to enjoy treats provided by different 

gardens each time. The coffee mornings in July were hosted by the Board of Directors as an appreciation for the 

volunteers' dedication and work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEWS MARKET NEWS 

An increase in the number and type of Nursery plants provided a wider range of material available to the 

gardens. Plant sales to the public proved to be beyond expectation and the first week of sales was record breaking 

(just over $2,800). Net revenue last season was $10,010. 

The "heat dome" of last summer caused several Vegetable Garden crops to fail and delayed new crop 

seeding. However, the garden produced a harvest of 3,365 pounds, of which 272 pounds were donated to the 9–10 

Club Serving Soup to the Hungry (see page 6) to provide nourishing meals to members of our community who are 

experiencing hunger. Discarded pallets became the construction materials for an on-site compost facility for 

Vegetable Garden use. Net revenue last season was $6,095. 

The Floral Designers had tremendous success with Mother's Day bouquets and Thanksgiving 

arrangements for sale in their first-ever, off-season events last year. Both will now become regular Mews Market 

offerings. Net revenue last year was $2,947. 
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LAST YEAR IN THE GARDENS 
By Valerie Murray 

The Victorian Rose Garden saw the most intensive renovations. The climbing roses were hard pruned for the first 

time in many years (the dead branches almost filling one dumpster). This renewal, plus the extra light afforded by tree 

work done in December 2020, made a huge difference to the health of the roses which bloomed profusely. A new gravel 

path was laid throughout the garden and to complete this project, irrigation was upgraded. 

The Cottage Garden also saw some changes. A number of deer-resistant plants were removed from the Cottage 

Garden to find homes in our unprotected gardens and irrigation was upgraded. Plants from the Flower Designers' 

Garden were moved into the vacated spots, especially hydrangeas that are valuable for floral design and had suffered 

during the heat dome in June. This cooperation between the two gardens will be ongoing: the Cottage offers a place 

protected from the deer with a bit more shade and more space for growing plants to be harvested for bouquets as well 

as House arrangements. 

The newest project of 2021 was a Friendship Garden. Planning began for the renovation of the former COVID 

garden and ground will be broken in the spring of 2022. 

The Flower Designers, the Nursery, and the Vegetable Gardens all had excellent seasons for growing and selling 

bouquets, plants, and produce in spite of last year’s record heat. 

We were the recipients of a number of gifts. We were able to add new rhododendrons to several gardens through a 

generous donation from Ian Back. These included Pearke's Peak, the Rotary Garden, the Cut Flower Garden, the 

English Country Garden, Rockland 1, Rockland 2, the Terraces, and Rock and Alpine. Fortunately, as deer have not yet 

added rhododendrons to their diets, these shrubs are becoming more than ever a backbone to our planting at 

Government House. 

A rhododendron 'Fragrantisimum' and a Tasmanian Tree Fern were also donated to the Cut Flower Garden by 

Darren Bricker, a local landscaper. They were planted in March and looked stunning in their new home in the summer. 

The renovations to the House affected a number of gardens, the Pool Garden most of all, but have now thankfully 

been completed. Volunteers were not allowed access to the Pool Garden from the start of renovations in 2020 until the 

last week of September 2021 (this was the third time in as many years that volunteers had to leave the garden to 

accommodate ongoing renovations). The first day back saw two large tarpaulins filled with weeds and overgrown 

shrubs that were quickly pruned to give a welcome sense of order. Dahlias were discovered under fuchsias and 

hellebores under salvias – thankfully most of the plants survived the volunteers' absence.  

The House renovations also affected the English Country Garden. Plants were lifted and lost, and part of the lawn 

removed and paved adjacent to the driveway as new utilities were installed. 

We were offered a glimpse of the effects of climate change -- first by unprecedented low temperatures in February 

and then by a "heat dome" in late June and early July followed by "atmospheric rivers" in November. Although 

volunteers were encouraged to stay home during the extreme heat, many coordinators hand watered plants that were 

suffering the most. Those efforts saved many but the gardens still showed signs of stress. 

The gardens were more popular than ever with the public in spite of another unusual year of COVID restrictions, 

renovations, and climate stresses. We look forward to welcoming visitors in 2022.  
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IN MEMORIUM 

CONVEY, Marilynne: 

Marilynne passed away in 2020. She joined the Friends in 2012 and volunteered in the Tea Room and the 

Costume Museum even after her health started to decline in 2015. Marilynne will be remembered for her laughter, 

sharp sense of humour, and encouraging words to fellow volunteers. 

ELLIOTT, David: 

David passed away on November 12, 2021. He and his wife, Crenagh, were the first members of the Friends to be 

recognized by the Board for 30 years of membership. They were the coordinators of the Sunken Rose Garden for 

many years. After stepping down from that position, David supported Crenagh in her role as the coordinator of the 

Plant Registry. David requested that donations be made in his memory to the Friends, truly a testament to his 

dedication to the gardens. 

FERGUSON, Renate: 

A member of the Friends from 1997 to 2014, Renate volunteered in the English Country Garden and served as the 

Volunteer Coordinator for many years. She was a valued member of the Awards, Craft Fair, and Christmas Luncheon 

committees and served on the board from 2004 to 2009.  

FLINT, Ross: 

Ross was a member of the Friends from 1995 to 2020. He was a stalwart volunteer in The Terraces, invaluable for 

his help in moving the huge rocks that make up its walls and steps. An enthusiastic photographer, he took many 

photos of The Terraces and his fellow volunteers. He was married to Joy who founded the Iris Garden. Ross 

remarried following Joy’s death and he and his wife Joyce, moved to Chemainus.  

GILMOUR, Dianne Elizabeth: 

Dianne passed away on July 22, 2021. Born in Vancouver, Dianne moved to Victoria to be close to her children in 

2005 and she was a member of the Friends from 2009 to 2020. Her family requested that donations in her memory be 

made to the Friends in lieu of a service. 

NEWLOVE, Elsie: 

Elsie was a member of the Friends from 1994 until 2019. She was a member of the Victoria Floral Artists Guild for 

more than 40 years and the Friends benefited from her talents as a floral designer. She was an avid knitter who made 

many toques and scarves for various charitable organizations.  

SJOSTRAND, Suzanne: 

Suzanne was born in Regina on October 8, 1938 and passed away on July 12, 2021. Suzanne loved her work, 

travel, entertaining friends and family, and flower arranging at Government House. She was a member of the Friends 

from 2011 to 2015.  

SMITH, Howard: 

Howard was a member of the Friends from 2003 to 2020. He passed away in October 2021. Howard offered his 

expertise as an architectural and garden historian to the Friends' Archives. He also volunteered in the Costume 

Museum and the Tea Room. 

WATT, Louise: 

Louise became a member of the Friends in 1992. She passed away on April 26, 2021. Before establishing herself in 

the Nursery Garden, she volunteered in the English Country Garden. Through the years, she donated generously of 

her time, as well as jams, jellies, and baked goods from her sunny kitchen to Christmas sales held in the cottage. She 

walked the Government House grounds almost daily and noted, although not always approvingly, any changes. 


