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UPCOMING EVENTS 

MUSIC ON THE LAWN 
Bandshell, East Lawn 

6:00 to 8:00 pm 

July 11  -  The Timebenders 

July 18  -  Coastline & 

The Soul Shakers 

The Nursery Garden will be open both 

evenings (a selection of plants will also 

be available for purchase at the concert). 

 
YOGA ON THE LAWN 

East Lawn 

12:00 to 1:00 pm 

July 11 (Kamila Nowak) 

July 16 (Guy Friswell) 

July 18 (Kamila Nowak) 

July 25 (Guy Friswell) 

All sessions are free. 

Please bring your own yoga mat. 

The New Look of The Cary Bulletin 
 

While Mary Anne Skill has produced The Cary Bulletin 

almost single-handedly over the last few years, the Board of 

Directors decided that this onerous task should not rest on 

the shoulders of one person. As well, Mary Anne's 

responsibilities as the Assistant Curator of the Costume 

Museum have greatly increased, so she decided to step 

down. The board thus established a new editorial team to 

produce our wonderful newsletter. Information about its 

members is on page 2. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the Friends, thank 

you, Mary Anne, for your devotion to The Cary Bulletin. 

The board was delighted to hear from so many of you 

when we sought out writers, editorial assistants, 

photographers, and proofreaders to help us rejuvenate The 

Cary Bulletin. This issue features articles by Joyce Harrison 

and Jo-Ann Zador. You will enjoy future articles written by 

them in The Cary Bulletin.  

If you missed the chance to join The Cary Bulletin team, 

rest assured – it's not too late! The team welcomes all offers 

of assistance as well as your suggestions for future articles. 

The editorial board may be reached by email at 

Friends.GH@gov.bc.ca. 

This is the first issue of the redesigned newsletter and, on 

behalf of the board, I hope you enjoy it. 

Patty Grant 

President 

file:///J:/Friends.GH@gov.bc.ca
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EDITORIAL TEAM 

Managing Editor/Layout: Ann Wilson 

Editor: Eleanor James 

Graphic Design Consultant: 

   Nancy Craig 

 

All photographs used with permission.  

CONTACT US 

Telephone: 778 974 5550 

Email: Friends.GH@gov.bc.ca 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President: Patty Grant 

Past-President: Cathie Lylock 

Vice-President: Ann Wilson 

Treasurer: Sandra Fraser 

Secretary: Louise Klassen 

Director of Gardening Activities: 

   Susan Myerscough 

Asst. Director of Gardening Activities: 

   Mary Lou Marksteiner 

Director of Non-Gardening Activities: 

   Patti Shaughnessy 

Directors at Large: 

   Vaugh Edwards 

   Donalda Rossman 

Advisors to the Board: 

   Nairn Hollott 

   Valerie Murray 

   Brian Rogers 

THE EDITORIAL TEAM 

Our new masthead was designed by Nancy Craig, an accomplished 

graphic designer formerly with The Times Colonist. Although not a 

member of the Friends, the Managing Editor persuaded Nancy to 

create the wonderful masthead that will serve us for many years to 

come. 

Eleanor James is the Editor of The Cary Bulletin and a member of the 

Friends. She earned an Honour’s bachelor degree in English from Trent 

University and then an applied arts degree in journalism from Ryerson 

University. She stayed at Ryerson University to work in the 

communications department and later was an editor and writer for the 

Bank of Nova Scotia’s employee newsletter, annual report, and other 

publications in its community relations department. 

In 1996, she and her husband, Greg, moved from Toronto to Saudi 

Arabia with their two young daughters where he worked for Riyadh 

Bank. Eleanor continued writing and editing for various expatriate 

publications in both Saudi Arabia and Bahrain while raising their 

daughters and navigating the habits and customs of these Islamic 

countries.   

Ann Wilson is the Managing Editor of The Cary Bulletin and she is 

responsible for layout. When she joined the Friends in April 2017, she 

was appointed as the Pool Garden Co-ordinator. She volunteered as a 

Cary Mews Greeter in 2018 and she is a "spare" greeter this year. 

Ann became the Membership Co-ordinator in September 2017 and 

was appointed as an honourary director. She was elected to the board 

in November 2018 and is now the Vice-President of the Friends. 

COFFEE MORNINGS AT THE COTTAGE 

Coffee/tea and treats are available from 10:15 to 11:45 a.m. 

July 9 and 11 

August 13 and 15 

September 10 and 12 

October 8 and 10 

50/50 Tickets are sold during these mornings and prizes include 

fresh vegetables from the Vegetable Garden and a bouquet of 

flowers from the Floral Designers Garden. 

 

Tickets for the Christmas Luncheon are sold at Coffee Mornings 

in September and October. 

file:///J:/Friends.GH@gov.bc.ca
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BRYCE FLECK: A Long-Standing History of 

Support 
 

By Joyce Harrison 

Bryce is a founding member 

of the Friends and he received a 

25-year service pin at the 

Christmas Luncheon in 2018.  
 

Bryce was born and grew up 

in Vancouver where he took the 

two-year Horticultural 

Landscaping course at the British 

Columbia Institute of Technology. 

He gained experience working for 

the Vancouver Parks Board, and 

decided to try similar work when moving to Victoria in 

1973, where his grandparents lived.  

New to Victoria and between jobs, Bryce was enjoying 

a Sunday afternoon sail with his landlord in the Strait of 

Juan de Fuca when he noticed a large building perched on 

a rocky outcrop facing the sea. He learned that it was 

Government House, home of the Lieutenant Governor of 

British Columbia. The very next day, he applied at Service 

Canada and was interviewed for work as a gardener/ 

labourer at Government House! 

When Bryce began at Government House, only a head 

gardener and two labourers were employed to cut the 

grass and little more due to government cut-backs. The 

woodlands were off-limits to the public and the Cary 

Castle Mews was a closed and neglected area. Bryce has 

seen the property change from a little-enjoyed green patch 

with few flower beds and areas over-run with noxious 

weeds, into one of Victoria's most admired and 

appreciated garden and park spaces. 

Bryce says that he has enjoyed his job not only for the 

gardening, but also for the pleasant atmosphere of 

working with the Friends, and for the feeling of one big 

family of Government House. 

He also appreciates the particular park-like atmosphere 

of the grounds, with its feeling of openness and freedom, 

despite being in an urban area.  

Although Bryce has been retired for 15 years, he is still 

a volunteer and may often be seen around the garden. 

Thank you, Bryce, for all your work. 

  

Versailles Boxes in the Herb Garden 
 

By Nancy Murray 

Many thanks to Barrie Baptie for his hard work and 

initiative in building and installing three new cedar 

Versailles boxes for the Bay topiary trees in the Herb 

Garden.  

Barrie faced several challenges in this project. The trees 

were in half-barrels that were falling apart as they sat on 

steeply angled land. The trees could not be moved, so the 

boxes had to be constructed on site. The barrels were 

taken apart and the roots dug out to accommodate the 

new boxes. Beth McCall and I helped Barrie assemble the 

boxes and dig out space to install them. 

Each box was capped at its corners with a pair of 

different shaped finials. In honour of our long-time Herb 

Garden Co-ordinator, Marion Elliot, Barrie engraved 

"Marion" under one finial and the date she passed away 

under the matching finial. Both finials face the Herb 

Garden and I think Marion would have been pleased at 

this recognition. 

As Barrie estimated the task took about 60 hours, he 

will probably not volunteer to repeat this experience. 

However, we are most grateful to him for his hard work, 

as we may now enjoy the new cedar boxes for many more 

years. 
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GREET: To address with some form of salutation; to welcome 
 

By Jo-Ann Zador 
 

The friendly and welcoming faces of the Greeters of 

Government House are the "front line" representatives for 

everything our visitors could wish to see and enjoy on the 

spectacular grounds. They represent the stately House, the 

age-old Cary Castle Mews, and the stunning gardens that 

encompass this popular attraction. 

The Greeter program began in 2015 led by Geoffrey 

Thornburg, was expanded by George Zador (2015-2018), 

and is now under the guidance of Bob Ferguson. 

It’s always exciting to embrace new responsibilities in 

any volunteer position and the Greeters are no exception. 

The newly named, but original group, "Garden Greeters" 

remain the face of the Mews. A new group, "House 

Greeters" was welcomed this year to assist the House 

docents. They will be encouraging each tour group to stay 

together to prevent any visitors from lagging behind and 

melding into the next tour, an ongoing problem in the 

past. There are four House tours in the high season, a 

relatively short commitment for volunteers. 

One of the Friends' goals is to expand the presence of 

the Garden Greeters into the upper gardens (possibly 

located near the porte-cochere). They will provide a 

commentary to enhance visitors’ experiences, including 

the role of the Lieutenant-Governor, and the historical 

significance of the House and the Cary Castle Mews. 

Visitors will also be encouraged to wander among the 

beautiful gardens and along the woodland trail. 

 Greeters remark that it is a personally interesting and 

rewarding experience. Four new staff have been 

welcomed this year; they come with new skills and a fresh 

perspective and are ready to engage with visitors. These 

comments provide a glimpse into just how much fun a 

Greeter’s job can be: 

 It’s so interesting sharing facts about Government 

House and chatting to visitors from all over the world 

and local Victorians who visit the Cary Mews, the 

Costume Museum, and the Tea Room. 

 Some Americans ask how easy it would be to move to 

Canada. 

 A South Korean visitor saw a doe and two fawns and 

remarked that they were the most unusual thing he had 

seen during his whole trip. 

 Many visitors are amazed at the discreetness of 

security with no obvious guards, no firearms, no gates. 

 One group of Americans was thrilled to have met, up 

close and personal, L-G Judith Guichon while she was 

out walking Olive. 

 A group of Parisians wondered if the Queen and her 

family had ever stayed in the House. 

New Greeters are always welcome. For further 

information, contact the Director of Non-Gardening 

Activities, Patti Shaughnessy, at 

shaughnessypatti@gmail.com 
 

 

 

Trust for Sustainable Living 2019 International School Debates 
 

By Ann Wilson 

 

The Trust for Sustainable Living is holding its "Debates, Awards and Children’s Conference" in Victoria from 

July 8 to July 12, 2019 at Government House.  

The attendees are elementary and secondary school children from around the world who participated in an essay 

project to share ideas on how young people can work to achieve the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goal #15 – 

to conserve and sustainably manage life on land. 

The primary schools' debate and awards take place on July 9 and the secondary schools' debate and awards take place 

on July 10. A plenary event will take place on July 11 after which the participants travel to Vancouver. 

The Friends are pleased to offer the participants the opportunity to learn about bee keeping from Nairn Hollott and 

Carolyn Hissen and visit the Vegetable Garden for an informative tour led by Mary Cake. Jenny Sculz and Debbie 

Pungente of Growing Young Farmers Society (and Friends!) will provide tours of the children’s garden. 

file:///J:/shaughnessypatti@gmail.com
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A Well-Heeled Westie and Friends Walk 
 

By Joyce Harrison 

 

Nearly 200 dogs and guardians attended the first Vice-

Regal Canine Consort Macduff Austin-Chester's Westie 

and Friends Walk on the grounds of Government House 

on Sunday, May 4. On behalf of Macduff, Her Honour 

welcomed Westies who ranged in age from a puppy of six 

months to several seniors of 15 and 16 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The friends who joined the Westies included toy 

poodles, whippets, greyhounds, setters, a Newfoundland, 

and an Afghan. All Westies were told to keep their 

guardians on a leash, to follow the route led by the piper, 

and to stay - for refreshments in the Bruce Pavilion 

following the walk. 

 

Westies led everyone clockwise around the south side 

of Government House to best enjoy the spring flowers and 

blossoms. Several staff members from the Household 

handed out treats to the dogs. 

 
Apart from a few minor squabbles, everyone, including 

the humans, got along for a pleasant and memorable 

time. We hope that the success of this occasion will 

encourage His Canine Honour, with the assistance of Her 

Honour to hold another event in the future. Thank you to 

all involved for its success. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Photos by Rachael Rilkoff. Reproduced with the permission of the Office of the Lieutenant Governor. 

 

 

The European Wall Lizard Has Arrived at Government House 
 

By Ann Wilson 

European Wall Lizards are native to areas of Europe and Asia. They were introduced to the Saanich Peninsula in 1970 

when a private zoo closed and they are now residing in the gardens at Government House - they arrived earlier than 

predicted so the first residents may have caught a ride with some plants brought to the gardens from the peninsula! 

The impact of the European Wall Lizard on the habitat of the Northwestern 

Alligator Lizard is being studied by the Ministry of Environment and the Royal BC 

Museum. Researchers will occassionally visit the gardens to carry out research. 

In contrast to the Northwestern Alligator Lizard, the European Wall Lizard has a 

a flatter body with longer limbs and toes. Its green-coloured back also 

differentiates it from the native species. 



 

The Cary Bulletin (Summer 2019) Page 6 

A Morning Stroll Along the Iris Walk 
 

By Ann Wilson 

On a rainy day in May, members of the Victoria Camera Club met at Government House and spent 

several hours photographing the gardens. The Iris Walk was in full glory and proved to be an 

inspiration for many members of the group. With the kind assistance of Greg Blaney, several members 

have allowed their photographs to be reproduced in The Cary Bulletin. We hope the club members will 

return often to record the beauty of the gardens. 

 

  

Photos may be reproduced with the permission of the photographer. Contact information may be obtained from the Managing Editor. 
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This Season in the Costume Museum 
 

By Mary Anne Skill 

 
The Costume Museum is exhibiting a selection of its wedding dress 

collection in the Carriage House. The centrepiece of the exhibit is the dress 

worn by the bride in the society wedding of 1927.  

A showcase of outerwear made specifically for the RCMP officers 

accompanying Her Majesty the Queen during her visit to the Northwest 

Territories in 1970 is located in the Stables. You will also find a spectacular 

display of costumes inspired by Vivaldi's "The Four Seasons." The costumes 

were worn by a Costume Museum volunteer, her two sisters, and a friend at 

the Carnevale Ball in Venice, Italy in 2003. The costumes have been wowing visitors. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRANSITIONS 

STEPPING DOWN: 

 Siew Keen Quah and Michael Russell as co-ordinators of 

the Rotary International Garden of Friendship (Michael 

still volunteers in that garden). 

 

 Phyllis Muir as the co-ordinator of Rockland Border II. 

 

 Brian and Joan Taylor as caretakers of the Heather Bed 

in the Rock and Alpine Garden. 

The Friends seek volunteers to take over these positions. 

PASSING THE TORCH: 

 Gerry Gibbens is the co-ordinator of the Nursery 

Garden and Heather Marsman, the former co-ordinator, 

is the assistant co-ordinator of that garden. 

 

 Renée Bauert took over caring for plants inside 

Government House from Peggy Dallamore.  

 
 

IN MEMORIUM 

 

CORA LAWSON 
 

Cora joined the Friends in 1994 

and was a member for 20 years. 

Cora passed away on February 23, 

2019, four months shy of her 101st 

birthday. 

Cora was a great lover of roses - "Blushing Lucy" being 

her favourite – so she was very happy tending to the roses 

in the Victorian Rose Garden for over 10 years. Eric Gee 

was the co-ordinator of the garden when Cora started and 

Camilla Beaven was a member of the group. Camilla says 

"Cora was a gracious lady and she loved working in the 

rose garden." Cora stopped gardening about 10 years ago 

but she continued to meet with Camilla and her other 

friends from the Victorian Rose Garden every month for 

lunch. Cora's last outing was to join her friends for lunch. 

Cathie and Keith Lylock were fortunate to have Cora 

as their next-door neighbour when they moved to Victoria 

in 2008. Cathie recalls Cora as "the street historian" and an 

avid purchaser of the Card Group's cards at Christmas 

time, although she often appointed Cathie as her 

purchasing agent. Cathie and Keith were lucky to meet 

Cora's daughter, Jo-Ann and her husband, Dennis, and to 

be included in many family and street gatherings. 

A celebration of Cora's life was held at Jo-Ann and 

Dennis' home on June 30, 2019 – which would have been 

Cora's 101st birthday. Cora's friends from the Victorian 

Rose Garden were pleased to join Cora's family and 

friends to celebrate her life. 

Mary Cake and Leslie 

Rowlands preparing the 

cart for vegetable sales 

on a recent gardening 

morning 

Photo by John Barton 


