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2019 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

November 12, 2019, 10:30 a.m. 

Ballroom, Government House 
 

The doors to Government House open at 10 a.m. You can renew your membership prior to 

the meeting. Christmas Luncheon tickets will be sold before the meeting (this is the last chance 

for you to purchase a ticket). Long service pins will be presented in the Drawing Room after the 

meeting (see page 8 for a list of this year's recipients). Our Fall Reception follows. 
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EDITORIAL TEAM 

Managing Editor/Layout: Ann Wilson 

Editor: Eleanor James 

Graphic Design Consultant:  

  Nancy Craig 

 

All photographs used with permission. 

CONTACT US 

Telephone: 778 974 5550 

Email: Friends.GH@gov.bc.ca 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President: Patty Grant 

Past-President: Cathie Lylock 

Vice-President: Ann Wilson 

Treasurer: Sandra Fraser 

Secretary: Vacant 

Director of Gardening Activities: 

  Susan Myerscough 

Assistant Director of Gardening 

  Activities: Mary Lou Marksteiner 

Director of Non-Gardening Activities: 

  Patti Shaughnessy 

Directors at Large: Vaugh Edwards and 

  Donalda Rossman 

Advisors to the Board: Nairn Hollott, 

  Valerie Murray and Brian Rogers 

ABOUT THIS ISSUE 

The 30th anniversary of the founding of the society is quickly 

approaching. To commemorate this, The Cary Bulletin will look 

back on the early days of the Friends. 

Alison Leamy starts our reminiscences by recounting the 

reclamation of The Terraces. In this issue, she tells us about the 

construction of the "Godfrey Steps." We can look forward to 

more stories from Alison in future issues. 

If you have a story to share, please contact the Managing 

Editor at Friends.GH@gov.bc.ca. 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL: 

Please check the information on the Membership renewal form 

that will be emailed to you before November 10 and inform the 

Membership coordinator if anything is incorrect  

EMAIL TROUBLE: 

If you are not receiving our email, check your spam folder. If they 

are there, you need to add us to your "safe sender" list. 

If you recently changed your email address, we may not have it. 

Please provide your new email address to the Membership 

coordinator at membership@fghgs.ca. 

TRANSITIONS 

Brian Shaughnessy stepped down as coordinator of the Coat 

Check group for the upcoming season. Donalda Rossman, a 

long-standing Coat Check volunteer and former assistant 

coordinator, temporarily assumed those duties and will mentor 

Junine Holden who will become coordinator later this season. 

The Greeters' coordinator, Bob Ferguson, resigned mid-season. 

Patti Shaughnessy assumed those duties for the remainder of the 

season. 

mailto:friends.GH@gov.bc.ca
mailto:friends.GH@gov.bc.ca
mailto:membership@fghgs.ca
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

 

Dear Cary Bulletin:   

As I arrived at the Tea Room for one of my last shifts 

this season, I was struck by how lucky I am to be 

volunteering here nine years after I began, still working 

with a few old, and now many new, Friends.  

I joined the Society as a non-gardener. Such a strange 

sounding term, and yet so descriptive. After all, we are 

all members of the Friends of Government House 

Gardens Society. While many new initiatives have 

come along, the gardens remain the central, and by far 

the principal, part of the Society. 

Dr. Lam's generous endowment in 1992 paved the 

way for the Cary Castle Mews' restoration. This 

preserved an important piece of our city's, and indeed 

our province's, architectural heritage that otherwise 

might have been lost.  

Without the Mews' restoration, there would be no 

Tea Room, Costume Museum, or Greeters. This would 

mean far fewer non-gardening positions within the 

Society. The Mews' operations enhance the gardens, 

providing a multi-dimensional experience for all 

visitors; a little something for everyone.   

But this wonderful communal project only works 

because of the volunteers who keep things running 

smoothly. And while each of us may focus on our own 

small area, we all have "the House," and by that, I mean 

the entire estate, in common. These disparate parts 

coming together to create a beautiful whole. 

Before I joined the Friends, my mother often talked 

about how enjoyable and rewarding it was 

volunteering in the gardens. It sounded great, but as 

much as I'd liked to have volunteered there, I wasn't 

the least bit interested. When the Tea Room opened in 

the newly restored Cary Castle Mews, I was 

determined to be part of it. And I am so glad that I did.  

I am fortunate to be part of this dedicated team of 

men and women, gardeners and non-gardeners, who 

find Government House and its Gardens Society a 

friendly, holistic place for everyone. 

 

 

Sheila Connelly 

 
 

2019 POPPY CAMPAIGN: 

Jim Diack, Treasurer 

of the BC/Yukon Command 

of the Royal Canadian Legion  

presented the first poppy 

to Her Honour on October 18. 

This ceremonial gesture marks  

the start of the campaign. 

Poppy sales begin on October 25. 

GIFT OF TULIP BULBS: 

The Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands is 

commemorating the 75th anniversary of the liberation of 

the Netherlands by presenting each province and 

territory in Canada with "Liberation 75" tulip bulbs. 

The bulbs will be planted this fall in some of the fenced 

gardens (Maclure; Victorian Rose; Nursery; Floral 

Designers) as well as a planter box near the entrance to 

Government House. 

CANADIAN LEADERS AT SEA PROGRAM: 

The Royal Canadian Navy's 

Canadian Leaders at Sea program  

allows leaders in government, 

business, academia, and media 

to sail on a Canadian warship to 

learn about the important role 

the RCN plays in our defence. On September 13, Her 

Honour embarked on HMCS Calgary to sail from Prince 

Rupert to Alert Bay. Her Honour visited several coastal 

communities but her voyage was cut short when she 

dislocated her shoulder while disembarking the ship at 

the village of Queen Charlotte on Haida Gwaii. We 

wish Her Honour a speedy recovery.  

PLANTS DONATED TO GOVERNMENT 

HOUSE: 

Renée Bauert of the Indoor Plant Caretaker group, 

reports that Government House received a wonderful 

donation of three jade plants between 40-50 years old 

and two other succulents. The jade plants are on tables 

in the Ballroom mezzanine and the other two are in the 

Conservatory. The "mother" jade plant was featured in 

a Helen Chestnut column last year. (It was donated to 

the Horticultural Centre of the Pacific some time ago). 

All plants are adapting well to their new home. 

Government House Photo 

Jim Diack and Her Honour 

Maritime Forces Pacific Photo 



 

The Cary Bulletin (Fall 2019) Page 4 

 

RECLAMATION OF THE TERRACES 

Construction of the Godfrey Steps 

By Alison Leamy 

 

The Terraces lie between Government House and the 

escarpment to the fire road. It is steep and rocky with 

magnificent views of the strait and the Olympic 

Mountains. Public access to the garden had always been 

prohibited as it was considered to be too close to 

Government House for security and was used only for the 

enjoyment of the incumbent lieutenant governor. 

The area had been extensively gardened in the past, as 

evidenced by prolific remains of rock walls, paths, and 

laid-out beds and steps. But, due to reduced maintenance, 

it had fallen into disrepair. While on an inspection tour in 

2001, the Victoria fire marshal declared that the garden 

had to be cleared of its considerable tangled overgrowth 

and access to the upper reaches provided. 

A Reimagined Garden Plan 

George Radford, then Horticultural Advisor, had a five-

year plan for its revitalization. He envisioned an east-west 

path running the full length of the garden with 

Mediterranean and Australasian plants following the 

example of the beautiful cliffside gardens in Italy. A team 

of volunteers under the management of George with me 

as coordinator, started clearing in January 2002.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We cleared away 15 years of neglect and then started on 

the fire marshal’s request for an access route. This would 

be built up by a bank of metre-deep ash; the residue from 

the fire that destroyed the prior building in 1957, and 

bulldozed over the cliff. 

 

  

Nigel Godfrey, a volunteer borrowed from the 

Rotary Garden, excavated until he reached solid earth. 

The volunteers dug out and sifted the ash and found 

many broken artifacts which were turned over to the 

archives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pushing Rocks Uphill 

Three tons of rock were dumped on the fire road by 

the bottom entrance to the garden. Nigel, who had a 

great interest in building in stone, constructed a rock 

wall to prevent the top of the bank from collapsing. 

Then he built the steps that would provide a way up to 

Government House in case of emergency. 

Each of the bulky rocks had to be trundled uphill 

from the fire road to the site by wheelbarrow with 

someone pushing and someone at the side to help steer 

so it didn’t tip over and dump its load of rocks. 

Sometimes the wheelbarrow was so heavy it needed 

two people to push. This was heavy work and, with 

Nigel's know-how as well as the muscle power of two 

or three sturdy volunteers, the steps came together 

rock-by-rock. 

Our mornings would start with Nigel pleading for 

rubble; small stones needed for a strong foundation 

and for filling in cracks. Nigel was a master at selecting 

just the right rock for the right place. Off we would go 

and search out buckets of rubble. 

In March 2003 we decided that we had finished, 

although we did add some rocks at the bottom later. 

We had been joined by Her Honour Iona Campagnolo 
 

Photo by Ross Flint 

This artifact, a broken stoneware container 
stamped "Doulton Lambeth" was discovered by 

Nigel. Ross Flint contacted Royal Doulton and was 
told the container was used as a water cooler. 

Photo by Nigel Godfrey 

Around the tea table at the nearly finished Godfrey Steps 

Left to right: Ross Flint, Bruce Gibson-Bean, George Radford, Margot 
Harrison, Alison Leamy, Arthur Timms and Her Honour Iona Campagnolo 
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an avid gardener, who asked if we minded if she 

gardened in a corner of the garden. We were delighted to 

have her and spent many happy hours in her company. 

On April 1, 2003, she organized a christening party by 

pouring Champagne on the top step and declaring that 

these would be called the Godfrey Steps. This ceremony 

was accompanied by her piper, John Mager playing "The 

Green Hills of Home." Afterwards, we drank a little 

Champagne and enjoyed a tray of goodies brought out by 

the chef. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We consider the great staircase the focal point of the 

garden and we couldn’t have done it without Nigel. Or 

these dedicated volunteers: Lou Allison, Susan Bartol-

Drinker, Gerald Brown, Ross Flint, Margot Harrison, 

Bob Kadonoff, Gordon Murray, Barry Broad, John 

Ruitenbeek, and Arthur Timms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK DEBUT 

 

On September 10, 2019, Jenny Clayton launched her new book, 

The Lieutenant Governors of British Columbia at a Government House 

reception. 
 

Her Honour Janet Austin wrote the foreword to the book. 

Caroline Duncan, Elaine Currie, Teresa Haggart, Carmel Linka, 

Robin Patterson and Catherine Spencer, all of whom volunteer in 

the Archives, were recognized for assisting the author in writing 

her book.  

 

Ms. Clayton's book will be available to purchase at our annual 

general meeting on November 12. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographer Unknown 
 

Her Honour Iona Campagnolo 
and John Mager. 

Photo by Ann Wilson 

 

Nigel Godfrey standing at the top of the 
Godfrey Steps on September 24, 2019. 



 

The Cary Bulletin (Fall 2019) Page 6 

 

 

THIS SEASON IN THE GARDENS 

The resident deer population proved to be a popular topic for coordinators in this season's annual 

reports. Observations ranged from deer "slightly nibbling" plants to severely damaging them. Bobbex and 

meat meal were mentioned in most reports as were plans to introduce more deer-proof plants in most 

gardens next year. Ticks are a danger to all gardeners so, we should endeavour to follow the example set by 

the Woodlanders who are vigilant to cover exposed ankles and wrists before they start gardening. 

Many visitors to the Woodlands do not stay on the designated public loop trail – one visitor explored the 

area on an electric hover board! More signs are needed to inform the public of the damage done to this 

fragile and sensitive Garry oak ecosystem by wandering off the trail. 

The Sunken Rose Garden suffered its worst year for disease. Next year will bring more consistent 

spraying with a stronger anti-disease material. Despite disease, the roses bloomed beautifully and grew long 

stems. Fortunately, disease did not affect the Victorian Rose Garden. 

The wooden arbour at the main entrance to the Victorian Rose Garden is being replaced with a beautiful 

wrought iron structure. An article about the new arbour will be featured in an upcoming issue of The Cary 

Bulletin. 

Her Honour supports the improvement of our community's food security by donating fresh produce to 

food banks. With increased production due to the Vegetable Garden's acquisition of part of the Nursery 

Garden's quadrant last year, 65 pounds of sugar snap peas and 8 pounds of spinach were donated to Our 

Place Society and St. John Society on behalf of Her Honour. 

More plants suitable to our location were sold in the Nursery Garden and sales increased by 20% over 

last year. A proposal to enclose the nursery for greater security – and make the area more welcoming to 

visitors to the Tea Room - is being reviewed by Government House. 

The BC Iris Society acquired a collection of irises for planting at Government House. As there was no 

room in the Iris Garden to accommodate the collection, the Terraces offered the Hypericum Bed which had 

been taken over by huge, ornamental grasses that were no longer manageable. Once the bed was renovated, 

Richard Hebda, president of the BC Iris Society and Ted Baker, past-president of the BC Iris Society planted 

the new collection. 

The Pool Garden was enclosed within a two-story "tent" from mid-February to the end of June while 

windows were replaced. The gardeners were allowed back in the garden on July 2 and by the end of the 

month all of the debris was cleared away and dead plants were removed and replaced with new plants. The 

rejuvenated garden put on a beautiful display in August and September. 

 

  

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

Our Christmas Luncheon will be held on  

December 13. Doors open at 11:30 a.m. and 

lunch will be served at noon. Your last chance to  

purchase a ticket will be at our annual general 

meeting on November 12.  

 

 

Mary Lou Marksteiner 
and Sheila Connelly 
selling luncheon tickets 
in the Cottage on 
October 8, 2019. 
 
 

 

Photo by Ann Wilson 
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Photo by Ann Wilson 

The Coffee Ladies 

Left to right: Barbara Bryan, Ann Allison, Sheila Connelly, Donalda Rossman and Joan Appleton 

 

Photo by Ann Wilson 

Carmel Linka 

 

Photo by Ann Wilson 

Heather MacLeod-Clark and Anita Mavromichalis 

 

 

COFFEE MORNINGS 

 

Our last Coffee Morning of the year was held on October 10. Many thanks to our wonderful "Coffee 

Ladies" for all of their hard work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That day also brought an end to our raffles. Heather MacLeod-Clark, Carmel Linka and Anita 

Mavromichalis sold tickets every Coffee Morning and they received bouquets beautifully arranged by 

Marnie McNeill, Anne Roburn and Nadine Englehart. 
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LONG SERVICE PIN RECIPIENTS 

25 YEARS 15 YEARS 10 YEARS 

Ross Flint 

Phyllis Muir 

20 YEARS 

Judy Gorby 

Ann Griffiths 

Lynn Heenan 

Diana Knufman 

Annette Morrice 

Merle Newberg 

Joan Oppertshauser 

Allan Robbins 

Clara Robbins 

Susan Rolph 

Barry Broad 

Carol Clarke 

Diane Felker 

Ann Francis 

Laurie Heggie 

Sharon Irwin 

Janice McEwan 

Bonny Myers 

Henry Phillips 

Siew Keen Quah 

Gordon Reed 

Janet Renouf 

Michael Russell 

Ann Allison 

Alex Bricker 

Jenny Bricker 

Heather Christopher 

Linda Cracknell 

Olivia Craster 

Brian Dallamore 

Yvonne Dawe 

Caroline Duncan 

Emilio Ghergo 

Judy Hambleton 

Jean-Claude Jacques 

Heather Marsman 

Frank Peters 

Nelles Shackleton 

Bryan Taylor 

Joan Taylor 

Sharon Vermaning 

Mary Virtue 

Patricia Young 

 

 

THIS SEASON IN THE MEWS 

A well received lunch and tea menu enticed visitors to the Tea Room this year. The volunteers saw 

frequent patrons and were very pleased to read the generous comments made about the quality of the 

service. Only the disappearance of lemon tarts from the menu brought the odd negative comment. This has 

been taken to heart and we can report that the egregious omission from this years' menu will be corrected 

next year. 

Flower and vegetable sales in the Tea Room were brisk. More than 600 bouquets and flower 

arrangements (in mason jars, milk jugs, creamers and sugar bowls) were sold and vegetable sales were the 

best recorded. Preserves made at Government House, with fruit grown on the grounds (or donated to 

Government House by Friends), were sold and they proved to be very popular. 

The Greeters welcomed 9,221 visitors with the majority coming from the Greater Victoria area. Tourists 

from Asia, South America, Europe, and the U.S.A. were also welcomed. Visitors commented on the 

openness of the Estate; the beauty of the gardens; and the friendliness of volunteers. The local deer 

population was a hit with many visitors! At the year-end meeting with Thandi Williams, the Greeters were 

pleased to hear that the clickers will be retired next year. Visitor data is now being recorded by a "people 

counter" at the main gate. 

The 2019 season for guided tours of the gardens at Government House consisted of 51 individual tours 

for 522 people given on 31 different days between March 28 and September 22. Many tour participants were 

local but most were from mainland British Columbia and across Canada and the U.S.A. 

Tours were given for seniors from Our Place Society and Cridge Village, Victoria tour operators, 

residents of the Salvation Army Community Residential Facility, 18-24 year-olds from the Inter-Cultural 

Association of Greater Victoria and volunteers at a local soup kitchen. As well, Government House staff 

and members of the Friends were given tours of the gardens. 


